English II


        RHETORICAL TERMS




PASCUCCI

Rhetoric, the art of persuasive written or spoken discourse, was developed in ancient Greece, and most of the terms below stem from classical Greek or from Latin, the language of the culture that inherited the Greek oratory legacy.  

1.  Alliteration a poetic or literary effect achieved by using several words that begin with the same or similar consonants, as in "Whither wilt thou wander, wayfarer?"
2. Allusion  an indirect reference to some person, moment in history or work of art
3. Amplification
An expansion of detail to clarify a point: “We few, we happy few, we band of brothers.”

4. Anaphora
Repetition of one or more words at the head of consecutive phrases, clauses, or sentences: “I came, I saw, I conquered.”

5.  Antithesis
Contrast within parallel phrases (not to be confused with the ordinary use of the word to mean “extreme opposite”): “Many are called, but few are chosen.” The term can also refer to literary characters who, though not necessarily antagonists, represent opposite personal characteristics or moral views.

6. Apostrophe
Interruption of thought to directly address a person or a personification: “So, I ask you, dear reader, what would you have me do?”

7. Asyndeton
Absence of conjunctions: “We cannot dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we cannot hallow this ground.”

8. Cacophony
Deliberate use of harsh letter sounds: “The clash and clang of steel jarred him awake.”

9. Epistrophe
The repetition of a word at the end of each phrase or clause: “I swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.”
10.  Ethos  appeals to the conscience, ethics, morals, standards, values, principles. 
11.  Hyperbole deliberate and obvious exaggeration used for effect, e.g. "I could eat a million of these"
12.  Metaphor he use to describe somebody or something of a word or phrase that is not meant literally but by means of a vivid comparison expresses something about him, her, or it, e.g. saying that somebody is a snake
13.  Oxymoron a phrase in which two words of contradictory meaning are used together for special effect, e.g. "wise fool" or "legal murder"
14.  Parallelism the deliberate repetition of words, phrases or sentence structures for effect
15.  Pathos  Appeals to the heart, emotions, sympathy, passions, sentimentality.
16. Polysyndeton
Insertion of conjunctions before each word in a list: “My fellow students read and studied and wrote and passed. I laughed and played and talked and failed.”

17.  Rhetorical question a figure of speech in the form of a question that is asked in order to make a point and without the expectation of a reply
18.  Simile a figure of speech that draws a comparison between two different things, especially a phrase containing the word "like" or "as," e.g. "as white as a sheet"
19. Syllepsis
Divergent use of a word in two phrases: “We must all hang together or assuredly we will all hang separately.”  --Ben Franklin

20. Synecdoche
Substitution of a part or a substance for a whole, one thing for another, or a specific name used for a generic: “A hundred head of cattle were scattered throughout the field”; “A regiment of horse paraded by”; “The swordsmen unsheathed their steel”; “Do you have a Kleenex?”
